
Song: Lo! he comes with clouds descending


Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 
once for favoured sinners slain; 
thousand, thousand saints attending 
swell the triumph of his train. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Christ appears on earth to reign.


Ev'ry eye shall now behold him, 
robed in dreadful majesty; 
those who set at naught and sold him, 
pierced, and nailed him to the tree, 
deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
shall the true Messiah see.


Those dear tokens of his passion

Still His dazzling body bears;

Cause of endless exultation

To his ransomed worshippers;

With what rapture, with what rapture

Gaze with on those glorious scars


Yea, amen! let all adore thee, 
high on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the pow'r and glory, 
claim the kingdom for thine own. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia!  Thou shall reign and thou alone.


Prayer of confession


Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, we confess that we have sinned in thought, 
word and deed.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart.  We have not loved our neighbours as 
ourselves.  In your mercy forgive what we have 
been, help us to amend what we are, and direct 
what we shall be; that we may do justly, love 
mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.  Amen.
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Reading: Luke 18:1-8


18  Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show 
them that they should always pray and not give 

up. 2 He said:  ‘In a certain town there was a judge 
who neither feared God nor cared what people 

thought. 3 And there was a widow in that town who 
kept coming to him with the plea, “Grant me justice 
against my adversary.”


4  ‘For some time he refused. But finally he said to 
himself, “Even though I don’t fear God or care what 

people think,  5  yet because this widow keeps 
bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that 
she won’t eventually come and attack me!”’


6 And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge 
says.  7 And will not God bring about justice for his 
chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will 

he keep putting them off?  8 I tell you, he will see 
that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’


Reading: Ephesians 6:10-24

10  Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty 
power.  11 Put on the full armour of God, so that you 
can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For 
our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against 
the powers of this dark world and against the 
s p i r it ua l fo rce s o f e v i l i n t he heaven ly 
realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armour of God, so 
that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to 
stand your ground, and after you have done 
everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt 
of truth buckled round your waist, with the 
breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your 
feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the 
gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the 
shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the 
flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of 
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God.

18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds 
of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert 
and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s 
people.  19 Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, 
words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make 



known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am 
an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it 
fearlessly, as I should.

21 Tychicus, the dear brother and faithful servant in 
the Lord, will tell you everything, so that you also 
may know how I am and what I am doing.  22 I am 
sending him to you for this very purpose, that you 
may know how we are, and that he may encourage 
you.

23 Peace to the brothers and sisters, and love with 
faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 24 Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ 
with an undying love.


Song:  O Church, arise


O Church, arise, and put your armour on; 
Hear the call of Christ our Captain. 
For now the weak can say that they are strong 
In the strength that God has given. 
With shield of faith and belt of truth, 
We’ll stand against the devil’s lies; 
An army bold, whose battle-cry is Love, 
Reaching out to those in darkness.


Our call to war, to love the captive soul 
But to rage against the captor; 
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole, 
We will fight with faith and valour. 
When faced with trials on every side 
We know the outcome is secure, 
And Christ will have the prize for which He died, 
An inheritance of nations.


Come see the cross, where love and mercy meet, 
As the Son of God is stricken; 
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet, 
For the Conqueror has risen! 
And as the stone is rolled away, 
And Christ emerges from the grave, 
This victory march continues till the day 
Every eye and heart shall see Him.


So Spirit, come put strength in every stride, 
Give grace for every hurdle, 
That we may run with faith to win the prize 

Of a servant good and faithful. 
As saints of old still line the way, 
Retelling triumphs of His grace, 
We hear their calls and hunger for the day 
When with Christ we stand in glory.


When faced with trials on every side 
We know the outcome is secure, 
And Christ will have the prize for which He died, 
An inheritance of nations.


Talk


Song:  Soldiers of Christ, arise


Soldiers of Christ, arise, and put your armour on, 
Strong in the strength which God supplies through 
His eternal Son 
Strong in the Lord of hosts, and in His mighty power, 
Who in the strength of Jesus trusts is more than 
conqueror.


Stand then in His great might, with all His strength 
endued, 
But take, to arm you for the fight, the panoply of 
God; 
That, having all things done, and all your conflicts 
passed, 
Ye may o'ercome through Christ alone and stand 
entire at last.


Leave no unguarded place, no weakness of the soul, 
Take every virtue, every grace, and fortify the 
whole; 
Indissolubly joined, to battle all proceed; 
But arm yourselves with all the mind that was in 
Christ, your Head.


From strength to strength go on, wrestle and fight 
and pray, 
Tread all the powers of darkness down and win the 
well fought day. 
Still let the Spirit cry in all His soldiers, "Come!" 
'Til Christ the Lord descends from high and takes the 
conquerors home




The Apostles’ Creed


I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On 
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.


Prayers:


Lord in your mercy; Hear our prayer 


Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake 
of your Son, our saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen


Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works 
of darkness and to put on the armour of light, now 
in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son 
Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on 
the last day, when he shall come again in his 
glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; through him who 
is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.


Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen.


Song:  O come, O come, Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appears:


Chorus

Rejoice, rejoice!

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

 

O come, O come, thou Lord of might 
who to thy tribes on Sinai's height 
in ancient times didst give the law, 
in cloud and majesty and awe:


Chorus


O come, thou rod of Jesse, free 
thine own from satans tyranny; 
from depths of hell thy people save 
and give them victory o’er the grave:

 

Chorus

 

O come, thou day spring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night

and death’s dark shadows put to flight.

 

Chorus

 

O come, thou key of David, come 
and open wide our heavenly home; 
make straight the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery.

 

Chorus



